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More that 130 activists of various nationalities took part on the 10th of July in the

international meeting organized by the International Group of the movement

“M19M/Democracia Verdadeira, Já” in the bookshop “Ler Devagar”.

All the talks presented during more than six hours of discussion, focused on two main topics:

Real Democracy and Austerity Plans. The participants described the present situation in

various European countries and the social movements in their squares, their priorities, their

strategies of mobilization and protest, as well as proposal for new forms of democratic

participation.

Four activists from Greece, from the Group of International Support and Communication of

Syntagma square, reported on the severe political, economical and social situation of their

country and the mobilizations in their movement: a 48 hours general strike, the criminal and

brutal police violence, the unsustainable austerity plans, the corruption of all the political

parties, which are now considered “un-welcomed” in the movement since they represent the

actual political system against which the movement is fighting, and finally the struggles in

the long process of creating a “direct democracy”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxzlxNUq8Ao&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbYsKVl42Cw&feature=related

The Greek activists addressed also the problem of the debt, citizen audits, the interference of

the IMF and the eventual suspension of the payment of a debt not contracted by citizens

(although these topics are still under internal discussion). These ideas were also discussed in

the presentations of the Icelandic activist Gunnar Sigurdsson of the “Open Civic Forum of

Iceland” and of Stephanie Jacquemont, representative of the International Secretariat of the

CADTM (Committee for the Abolition of Third World Debt). The latter two activists are clearly

in favour of the use of citizen audits as a tool to increase direct and democratic participation,

which has been already successfully employed by several countries,  and that stems from the

idea of implementing a policy of transparency and business ethics on the debts incurred by

the various countries.

As the Icelandic activists stresses the questions we have to ask are simple: who made the

financial transactions and the loans that led us to this debt? Where does this money go? And

who has contracted this debt?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S26JLiqtEOI&feature=related



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fF1vHsMIy3o&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w4ApnXAQ2FI

Representatives of the Acampada de Salamanca - which has devoted particular attention to

participation and activism in the neighbourhoods - denounced the present situation in Spain,

especially with regard to the “real estate speculation”, the very high rates of youth

unemployment,  the cuts in wages and social benefits, and the raises in indirect taxes. These

activists brought three minimum consensus proposals approved in their Spanish camp,

concerning a reform of the electoral law and of the political system, forms of participatory

democracy as the uses of referendum, and the fight against corruption and the politicians’

privileges.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95wbWpwAWJI&feature=related

The International Network Group On the road from the Acampada de Barcelona, one of the

first to emerge and mobilize in Europe, presented the activities the group was involved in, as

well as concrete proposals for mobilization: a discussion on the creation of a new Lisbon

Treaty, an international campaign to transfer money to ethical banks and credit cooperatives

and finally the creation of an International Group on the platform n-1.cc where each

international group from different countries could share experiences and proposals.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ju07JUclk78&feature=related

The activists from the Acampadas de Mérida and Badajoz expressed their concern and

strongly condemned the way in which political and economical authorities (among which the

IMF) ignore the citizens’ rights and impose stifling economic measures. The banks (some of

which are financed from the State) and the politicians - who use instruments of control like

the companies, the media and the unions themselves - are identified as the ones responsible

for this threatening situation. Because of this the activists called for a growing movement

without borders.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Bugp331B9o

The activist who came from the Acampada of Brighton, in addition to reporting on the

situation of the movement and the socio-economic landscape in England, denounced the

weakness of a political system that calls itself democratic, but is based on a fictional idea of

representation and consults its citizens only once every four years. Five points were

highlighted: free education for all, transparency of the political and economical system,

reform of the electoral system, participation in all government decisions and identification of

those responsible for the financial crisis. The movement from Brighton proposes a march,

leaving on the 1st of November 2011 and converging in London on the 15th of November, in

front of the Parliament.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGggS9jJOP8



The two activists from Belgium (Bruxelles and Namur) reported that activism and

mobilization in Bruxelles are severely restrained by police interventions that prevent

demonstrations and concentration of people, as well as a certain civic inertia due to the lack

of awareness (the latter concern was also shared by the activist from the UK). The proposal

from Bruxelles is to use popular assemblies as a tool in the struggle to rewrite the

Constitution; a call for people to occupy the public and virtual spaces to enforce their

freedom of speech; an appeal for local movements to become global. They also announced a

march which will enter in Bruxelles, chosen because of its centrality on the European scene

in this historical period, on the 16th of September 2011.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H18cax4z0Ww

Concerning the Portuguese situation, the Acampadas de Aveiro, Lisboa and Coimbra

presented their objectives, the actions of the working groups, the priorities of the popular

assemblies and the actions organized by each Acampada. Similarly the movements Attac

Portugal, Uncut, Precários Inflexíveis, M12M (and M15M which intervened during the open

discussion) reported on their involvement in specific processes of discussion and civic

mobilization, especially on the debt, civic auctions, austerity plans and job insecurity.

The goal of this 1st International Meeting, achieved in our views, was to gather social

movements, groups, peoples and different realities to debate together over the necessity of

a common international platform, including its computer aspects, not limited to protest

actions but to foster the new processes of democratic participation and political activism. To

this end, the possibility of creating international commissions is already being discussed

within the various groups, as well as the implementation of a communication platform via the

internet.

Currently several protest proposal are available, but two in particular should be highlighted

with a view to strengthening relationships and international communication between

movements, and performing joint actions: the scheduling of a next longer international

meeting (2-3 days) and an international day of mobilitation proposed for the 15th of

October which could lead in the streets thousands of peoples outraged with the actual

political, economic and social systems.

Post Scriptum: in addition to the videos which are already available on several pages of

Facebook and YouTube, the Inter(national) Group of the Acampada de Lisboa has the full

footage of the event and therefore suggests the creation of a multimedia group for the

management and divulgation of these materials. In the meanwhile we wish to thank Paulo

Pereira for making available the videos of the interventions hereby linked.


